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ENTENTE AGAIN 


“SAVED” 





GAIN the Entente has been nominally 
saved. Again through the diplomats’ 
favorite device—face-saving formulas— 
the fiction of Franco-British understand- 
ing is preserved. 

There is not, however, the slightest indi- 
cation that France and Britain are agreed 
on a common policy towards Germany. 
Rather the reverse is true. The latest 
crisis has served only to make clear the 
widening breach between Downing Street 
and the Quai d’Orsay. 

In his last Sunday’s address at Neuilly, 
Poincaré overstepped the extreme limits 
of discretion when he declared that 
“France is determined not to evacuate the 
territories occupied by virtue of the Treaty 
until all of the clauses signed at Versailles 
have been completely executed.” This was 
tantamount to announcing that France 
would stay in the Rhineland and the Ruhr 
forever, gince it is now gencrally admitted 
that there are certain clauses in the Treaty 
which cannot be executed. Immediately 
Poincaré found himself without support. 
Belgium no more than Britain and Italy 
was prepared to sanction this open policy 
of permanent dismemberment. On Mon- 
day the French Foreign Office announced 
that the Premier’s remarks had been mis- 
understood and that he had not meant to 
include the Ruhr. But this explanation 
does not withdraw or even alter Poincaré’s 
= to remain indefinitely in the Rhine- 
and. 





The British Election 


The impending election has made the 
British government’s position very diffi- 
cult. An open breach with France would 
be a confession of impotence. On the other 
hand, further concessions would only sup- 
ply political ammunition to its Labor and 
Liberal opponents. Under these circum- 
stances, it is not surprising that Poincaré, 


who is very desirous of maintaining tha 
Entente, not only as a symbol of Allied 
unity, but as a means of forestalling an 
Anglo-German understanding, has chosen 
to give Baldwin a paper victory. The 
French Premier must know that a British 
Liberal or Labor government would be 
not less, but more difficult to work with. 
Indeed, it is now an open secret that the 
occupation of the Ruhr was postponed 
until after the dissolution of the Coalition 
because Poincaré was convinced that Lloyd 
George, had he remained in power, would 
have answered the French advance by im- 
mediately breaking the Entente. 


Conditions in Germany 

In the meantime food and unemploy- 
ment riots spread throughout Germany. 
Stresemann toys with the idea of letting 
the Ruhr and the Rhineland populations 
shift for themselves, Berlin being unable 
longer to continue to feed the unemployed 
in those territories. It is now evident that 
the still uncompleted arrangements by 
which France hopes German industrialists 
in the Ruhr will deliver on the reparations 
account approximately 11 per cent of their 
coal and 35 per cent of their coke produc- 
tion, can be carried out, if at all, only at 
the expense of the German workers 
through the increase of the working day 
to at least ten hours. 


What Can United States Do? 

Repeated intimations from Washington 
during the last few weeks seemed to be 
preparing our public opinion for some sort 
of governmental aid to Germany, particu- 
larly for the purchase of food during the 
winter. The figures most commonly men- 
tioned ranged from $125,000,000 to $150,- 
000,000, presumably to be in the form of a 
food loan, to be secured by a lien on Ger- 
man municipal properties. But this plan 
has now been rejected. Apparently no 
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adequate security could be found for the 
loan since France claims that reparations 
constitute a first lien on all German gov- 
ernmental resources, national, state and 
municipal. 

Is outright charity, then, the only resort 
left to our government and people’? A gov- 
ernmental gift of $25,000,000 or $50,000,- 
000—and no larger gift seems possible— 
even if supplemented by generous private 
contributions, cannot meet the immediate 
and direst needs unless there is a radical 
improvement in the political situation. 
This is the consensus of opinion in Wash- 
ington. Surely, therefore, our government 
should at least utilize this occasion to issue 
a frank and comprehensive statement on 
the European situation. 

The United States made France’s pres- 
ent predominant position in Europe pos- 
sible. For what purpose? Surely not to 
destroy the German Reich and to pauperize 
the German people. 

JAMES G. MCDONALD. 


French Loans to Her Allies 
There has been no authoritative recent 
statement about the loans of the French 
government to her Allies in Middle Europe. 
However, the following statement reprint- 
ed in the New York Times of November 9, 
has not been denied by the Quai d’Orsay. 


London, Nov. 8—‘‘Reports have recently been 
current,” says the London Times, “that Henri 
Berenger, reporter on the Budget in the French 
Senate, has stated that France is prepared to 
lend one and a half milliards of francs (about 
20,000,000 pounds) to the Little Entente. 

“It is of interest to note in this connection that 
credits to the extent of 800,000,000 frances had 
already been voted by the French Chamber of 
Deputies in course of this year to certain coun- 
tries in the east and south of Europe. On Feb- 
ruary 15, 400,000,000 frances were voted to 
Poland, on May 29, 100,000,000 to Roumania, 
and on July 12, 300,000,000 to Yugoslavia. 

“It is understood that these credits have not 
been taken in the form of cash payments, but that 
they are being used for the purchase of war ma- 
terial belonging to the French Government or 
manufactured in France.” 


The Saar Administration 


October 30, 1923. 
Editor of the Bulletin: 

In view of the fact that the administration of 
the Saar Valley was reported and commented 
upon in the Bulletin* last summer, a few obser- 
vations made as a result of a recent visit to the 
Saar, may be of interest to you. 

Representative Saarlinder (the president of 
the Chamber of Commerce in Saarbriicken, the 
editors of the Saarbrucker Zeitung and the 
Volksstimme, Social Democratic paper, the 
chief German industrialist of the Saar, for in- 
stance) feel that a good deal was accomplished 
by the July meeting of the Council of the League 
of Nations. The fact that the Governing Com- 
mission as well as a few leading Saarlinder were 
called to Geneva to report made a decidedly good 
impression upon the people of the Saar Valley 
and the result is a growing feeling of confidence 
in the League. The obnoxious decrees, though 
they have not been rescinded, have not been en- 
forced and have been allowed to lapse and lie 
dormant. 

The plight of their fellow-countrymen in Ger- 


*Rulletins Vol. Il, May 18, June 8, July 6 and July 27, 1923. 
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many, which especially since the complete col- 
lapse of the mark is so infinitely worse than their 
own, has made the Saarlander feel that the 
League is the only agency standing between them 
and the same path. 

It is true that their trust in the League is far 
from implicit for, they feel that it is for the 
most part a tool of the French. On the other 
hand, they believe it to be the only means of pro- 
tection that they have against the French. For 
that reason, it follows that they are very desir- 
ous of seeing both Germany and the United States 
members of the League. 

The situation in the Saar seemed to point in 
a small way to what the League could really do 
were it allowed to function as it should. The 
Saar was the one rift in the black clouds over- 
hanging Europe; and the rift was an almost in- 


visible one. MiLprep S. WERTHEIMER. 


The U.S. Naval Mission in Brazil 

The following letter from Dr. Samuel 
G. Inman, who is intimately acquainted 
with Latin-American opinion, not only 
through frequent and extensive visits to 
all parts of South and Central America, 
but also because his activities reach to 
every part of Spanish-America, shows how 
disastrous has been this government’s en- 
couragement of naval expansion in Brazil. 

November 13, 1923. 

Referring to the Naval Mission of some thirty- 
eight officers which we sent to Brazil last De- 
cember and which is still active in that country, 
I am sorry to say that I found on my recent trip 
to South America that it is having an exceedingly 
bad effect. The presence of the Mission no doubt 
had some influence on rendering abortive the 
discussion of disarmament at the Santiago Con- 
ference. The United States delegation took the 
position in that debate between Argentina and 
Brazil-that they had nothing to say on either 
side of the question. But those who were in 
favor of strictly limiting military expenditures 
were far from admitting the neutrality of the 
United States, because the large mission we had 
sent to Brazil seemed to back that country in 
her program for a greatly increased navy. In 
Argentina Naval officers and others again and 
again told me that no other construction could be 
put on our sending the Naval Mission to Brazil 
than that this country desired to sell war ma- 
terial not only to Brazil but to other South 
American countries—for of course we must 
know that to increase Brazil’s navy meant that 
Argentina and other countries would increase 
theirs. 

The expected has happened and Argentina, that 
boasted at Santiago that she had not spent any 
money on armaments since 1911, that she had 
two school teachers to every soldier, has just 
voted $98,000,000 (U. S. geld) to rehabilitate 
herarmy. She has also appropriated expenses for 
a large naval mission to come to the United States 
to refit two of her battleships. The total estimate 
of her budget for 1922 was only $225,000,000. 
So it can be seen what a tremendous program 
the militarists have put over. This has not been 
without a struggle. The socialists and students 
particularly have put up a strong fight against it. 
The armament party however, is hoping to over- 
come them and get a much larger program voted 
soon. 

No one can say how much our Naval Mission 
is involved in starting this terrible business. But 
at this critical time we ought to throw our pow- 
erful influence on the side of disarmament by 
recalling at once our mission and asking for such 
an agreement with Latin-American countries 
that neither the United States now nor any other 
country will be asked for such missions in the 
future. 
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